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special adviser in the adjustment of labor troubles connected with the construction of cantonments, military works, manufacture of munitions and
supplies. Federal troops have been called out by local authority, and withdrawn on orders from Washington, in the case of a strike of molders in a
Newark, N. J., plant doing war work. Request has been made by another Newark concern for the services of federal secret service operatives
against strikers. At the same time, also, complaints are being lodged by labor unions against the employment of convicts in painting buildings for
the War Department at a camp near Charleston, S. C., and against the employment, through a prison-contracting firm, of naval prisoners from
Portsmouth, N. H., in a garment shop at Wethersfield, Conn. Similar complaint of the employment of convicts at chain-making and other metal
work has come from Concord, N. H. Carpenters and plumbers unions at Ft. Snelling and Ft. Benjamin Harrison have grievances regarding work on
camp buildings. The appointment of local committees of mediation and conciliation under the labor committee of the Council of National Defense,
while most useful and important at this time, relieves the situation but little. The members of these committees are not expected to act as arbiters,
but to obtain a cordial reception for government authorities and in ever way promote this method of peaceful settlement of labor troubles the
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