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*****.Excerpt from The Social and Political Relations of Drunkenness: Two Lectures Gentlemen, I Publish these Lectures to famish a correct and
complete statement of what I said on a recent occasion, and I dedicate them very gratefully and very cordially to you. In doing this I beg leave to
commend the great cause I advocated to your keeping. I shall say nothing to you of the past, more than to thank you warmly for your sympathy for
me when insulted; of the future I will say something by way of caution and counsel. You are entering upon life at an epoch which, in the opinion of
many, will be signalized by a conflict of principles. While science is penetrating into the domain of dogmatic theology, and unsettling creeds,
outspoken atheism openly attacks the principles of religion, and the more mischievous infidelity of a widely-spread pharisaical hypocrisy is
undermining the practice of it. Between these two, - freedom, faith, religion, morals, are endangered; and therewith all that is dear to man. One side
or the other you must take; for principles will be applied to practice; no matter whether they be good or evil, - by yourselves as individuals, - by the
social whole of which you will constitute a part. I have long ago concluded, that the highest and truest development of Christianity will be attained
when we unite Christian science with the principles of the Christian faith. And this is the living idea of these lectures. All the science of the era, of
whatever kind, is Christian: Christian in its origin; in its tendencies; in its free communication to men; in its beneficial uses. But the...
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