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Friesenpress, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Caught between the Ottoman
Empire to the west, the Russian sphere of influence in the north, and the British colonial territories in India and the Middle East, Iran at the end of the
nineteenth century was a hotly contested strategic battleground. The ruling Qajar Dynasty was led by a young and inexperienced king, and the
British were busy extending their reach through unbalanced treaties and resource concessions. Meanwhile, powerful tribal leaders like Sheikh Khaz
al sought to retain their traditional positions and block eEorts to unite the country under a strong central government. With the discovery of oil and
Britain s need to fuel her war machine in World War I, increased attention on Iran demanded a modernization of her policies and government. Reza
Khan, an otherwise unknown soldier, united the armed forces and swept to power, bringing with him the unity and structure needed to take Iran
into the emerging modern world. AGer disposing of the former rulers, he became the new shah, and fought to rebuild his country aGer centuries of
abuse and manipulation by foreign powers. What was at stake was the autonomy of Iran s lifeline, Iran s Golden State, Khuzestan province, a
province with abundant, rich oil and gas reservoirs, natural resources with a strategic importance to the warm waters of the Persian Gulf. The full
sovereignty (by others) could have exponentially undermined Iran s position and role on the world stage, both politically and economically, and,
even more so, in the turbulent Middle East of today. Events of the time period of this book are very pertinent to the current geopolitical
conversation, struggles and developments in the region. This is the story of the dynamic power play for dominance,...
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