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Duke University Press, United States, 2000. Paperback. Condition: New. New. Language: English .
Brand New Book. Feminists, socialists, Afro-Puerto Rican activists, and elite politicians join
laundresses, prostitutes, and dissatisfied wives in populating the pages of Imposing Decency.
Through her analyses of Puerto Rican anti-prostitution campaigns, attempts at reforming marriage,
and working-class ideas about free love, Eileen J. Suarez Findlay exposes the race-related double
standards of sexual norms and practices in Puerto Rico between 1870 and 1920, the period that
witnessed Puerto Rico s shift from Spanish to U.S. colonialism. In showing how political projects
and alliances in Puerto Rico were affected by racially contingent definitions of decency and
disreputability, Findlay argues that attempts at moral reform and the state s repression of sexually
dangerous women were weapons used in batttles between elite and popular, American and Puerto
Rican, and black and white. Based on a thorough analysis of popular and elite discourses found in
both literature and official archives, Findlay contends that racialized sexual norms and practices
were consistently a central component in the construction of social and political orders. The
campaigns she analyzes include an attempt at moral reform by elite male liberals and a movement
designed to enhance...
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ReviewsReviews

This is the finest book i have got study till now. It usually does not price a lot of. I found out this publication from my i and dad encouraged this book to
understand.
-- Jamil Collins-- Jamil Collins

Absolutely among the best book I have possibly go through. I have go through and that i am certain that i am going to gonna read through once again
again in the future. I am just delighted to tell you that this is basically the finest book i have got go through within my personal existence and could be he
finest book for ever.
-- Brian Bauch-- Brian Bauch
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